
HOW LITTLE WE REALLY KNOW ABOUT THE 
WAKEFIELDS! 
The likeness of E.G. Wakefield is our society's logo - on our letterhead ; the masthead of 
our Bu l letin and yet l ittle, except a runaway marriage at Greta Green - l inked to po litics 
in large part - has been mentioned of the Wakefields very cons iderable scope and merit 
in work of community worth, etc in NZ, Australia, Canada, Europe. 
50 years ago (1944-1994) a Wakefield - last of the Daniel Bel l Wakefield l ine - was ki lled 
in action while fighting with the Partisans of Yugos lavia against Hitler's army. Capt. Edward 
R. Wakefield, Royal Artillery Commandos) died a hero's death in the Dalmation Islands, 
Yugoslavia. 
It is not well -known that, as the Wakefield family tree deta ils below left, the owner of our 
former national Headquarter (Wakefield House, 90 The Terrace, Wellington) was Mrs 
Prisci l la Mitchell (formally Mrs W i lliams) who toured NZ more than once meeting 
members of our Founders Branches. Prisc illa M itchell was sister of Commando Capta in 
E.R. Wakefield .... 

By October 1944 the part played by the Com­
mandos on the island of Vis was at an end, and 
the last of them withdrew. They had accom­
plished much. The garrison of Vis, of which they 
had formed so strong a part, had been directly 
responsible for tying down three German Divi­
sions to the coast of Yugoslavia, and mainta ining 
two more uneasily in the background to repel an 
invasion which, thanks to the aggressive tactics 
of the Commandos, seemed always imminent. 
This was no mean achievement, and in fulfi l ling 
it they had displayed precisely those qualities in 
action which made them the unique force they 
were. Those whom they left behind them slept in 
graves beside their forefathers who had fought -
if with different weapons - in the same manner 
and with the same courage against the soldiers of 
the great Napoleon. In the naval cemetery at Vis 
there stands to-day a stone, and upon it is written: 

AFTER MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
BRITISH SOLDIERS AND SAILORS 

WHO FOUGHT AND DIED FOR THEIR 
COUNTRY'S HONOUR 

ON THE SEAS AND ISLANDS OF DALMATIA 
HAVE AGAIN BEEN LAID TO REST 

JN THIS ISLAND CEMETERY 

1944 

HERE DEAD LIE WE BECAUSE 
WE DID NOT CHOOSE 

TO LIVE AND SHAME THE LAND 
FROM WHICH WE SPRUNG 

LIFE TO BE SURE IS NOTHING MUCH TO LOSE 
BUT YOUNG MEN THINK IT IS 

AND WE WERE YOUNG 
Houseman 
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(The Times) 

COMMANDO SO LDIER 

(Gilbert Edward's model for the 
Combined Service~ memorial in 

Westminster Abbey) 

The reputation of Captain E.R. Wakefield (Royal Artillery) had stood very high in the ranks of the 
Commandos, who did not lightly forget his constant courage and devotion. "With all possible military 
ceremony" these and the men who died with them were buried where they fell in a common gra ve, 
dug by their comrades who laid them there before they were marched off to captivity. (Acknowledge­
ments for extracts from "The Green Beret" by Hilary St. George Saunders.) 


